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Adapted by Del Andrews and Julian La Vothe
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Photographed by Max Du Pont
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Hattie Lou Harkness lives in the rural town of Farm Center with

her stern and bigoted aunt. b~t in her young romantic imagination her

life is one of splenior and luxury in a dazzling metropolis.

Her aunt's restraint finally becomes unbearable and she obtains

a place as maid to Grace Van Gore. who with her brother,~encer and

a group of rather lawless young people are enroute to the South Seas

in the handsome Van Gore yacht. wNanka·. Hattie Lou, not suspeoting

Spencer's evil intentions, is thrilled with the thought of a cruile

in southern waters.
\

The night before sailing. when the yaoht is practically de-

Berted. young Van Gore persuades the captain to perform a wmockw

ceremony on board the ship. The captain. divining the young man's

plans, heads. the v~ssel seaward. When the wedding takes place the

boat is on the high seas, making the marriage legal and binding.

Grace hears of the episode the next morning and her usual blase

manner changes to a terrific indignation at her brother and pit7 tor

the girl. She decides it best for Hattie Lou to leave at onoe. 0

with some of the money that Grace has giv~n her, she buys a tioket

to Ne York. The same day Grace and her brother learn the truth

about the "mock" marriage. Spencer does not think of the poor

girl's predicament. but is furious at the triok played on him.

JWo years later Hattie Lou is out of work and unable to support

herself and_her baby son. After another day of futile seeking. sh

ha pens to see a headline in a newspaper telling of the Van Gore

tragedy. The "Nanka" has been wreeked and all the party lost. In

deB~eration Hattie Lou decides to pose 8S Spencer's ife and obtain

help from his wealthy parents.



The kindly old couple at once welco~e her as one of the family.

Although hating herself for the deception Hattie has not the' courage

to turn them against her by telling them the truth. Grant Van Gore,

the elder son, is an invalid, having never fully recovered from a
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wound received in the War. He falls in love with Hattie, but belieY

ing she still cares for his dead brother, he remains silent. Hatti.

hides her true feelings because of her unworthiness.

The Van Gores are electrified several months later by a cable-

g~ from Spencer and Grace, who had found protection on a desert

island after the sinking of the yacht.
. '

The only joy for Hattie in the meeting is that she learns that

her marrl~ge was legal and her little son has a name.

Grace is up in arms for Hattie Lou now. When, later that

evening she finds her being annoyed by Spencer, the sister promptly

locks the girl's bedroom door and takes the key with her.
I

Through faulty wiring or a careless cigarette thrown by one of

the departing V~~ore guests, the big house is set on fire. The

blaze gains rapid h~adway in the second s ory before,someone thinks

of Hattie Lou and the baby. Grace's startled reply sends a shudder

through the crowd who have gathered to watch the, burning building.

All eyes turn to Spencer, but he makes no move. ~uietly leaving

the others, Grant limps to the house and disappears in the flames •
•

He makes his way upstairs and throws all his weight against Hattie

Lou"s door. Repeated efforts fail. Overcome by the heat and smoke,

he falls unconscious to the floor.

Stabbed by remorse and conscience, Spencer finally forces

himself to the house, carries his brother out and returns for hie

..it's and child.
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Meantime, Hattie has been unable ~o make her cries heard.

When the smoke in the bedroom becqmes unbearable, she lets herself
•

out of the window by an improvised rope, carrying the baby in one

arm. As sb~' stumbles over to the Van Gores and ~al1s in a dead

faint at their feet~ a crash is heard. Undermined by the fire,

the roof of the Van Gore home caves in.

Soon afterward, Grant, who is now rapidly recovering, and Hattie

. Lou are married and go to spend their honeymoon in Farm Center.

The End.
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This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 
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